[HPV-associated tonsillar cancer. An update].
The major risk factors for head and neck squamous cell carcinomas (HNSCC) are considered to be tobacco and alcohol. A link between oncogenic types of the human papilloma virus (HPV) and the risk of HNSCC has been suggested in the literature. However, the causal link is now becoming more firmly established on the basis of recent analyses. About 20% of all HNSCC and more than 50% of tonsillar cancers contain HR-HPV. The causal role of HPV-infection in carcinogenesis and the molecular mechanisms involved could thus far be best elucidated in the case of cervical carcinomas. New insights and increasing evidence for the analogy of HPV-positive HNSCC with cervical cancer are discussed. The definition of HPV-positive HNSCC has become more important due to the implications for risk factors and prognosis.